SLAVS    WITH    A    DIFFERENCE                   27

Germans, they have seldom been carried away by abstraction or
rhetoric. The sceptic and romantic, the so-called superfluous man
who dominates the pages of the old Russian literature and the stage
of the old Russian history, is to them an anomaly, at best an object
of pity, never of emulation. They have been incapable of the
untempered hates and loves of the Russian, in personal life, in
politics, in social relations. Always their sense of reasonableness has
saved them from violent thought or violent emotion.

Once I discussed with a Czech mother and her young daughter
the subject of dowries in Czechoslovakia. The institution is almost
as widespread among the townspeople as among the peasantry.

" I am in love with a young doctor," said the girl. " He has one
more year in which to finish his studies. It will be some time before
he will be well enough established to support me. Why then
shouldn't my parents give me a dowry so that I can marry him as
soon as he comes out of college? What sense is there for them and
for me to wait until they die before I get a share of my inheritance?
It is more important to me now when I am young and want to be
happy than it will be in later years."

The mother agreed with die girl's viewpoint.

Even in their romance the Czechs remember their reasonableness-